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LIVES

OF

ILLUSTRIOUS AND DISTINGUISHED

IRISHMEN.

FPobn Wbilpot Curran.

10RN A. D. 1750.—DIED A. D. 1817.

/Joun PrrLror CurraN was born in the summer of 1750, his father,
Mr James Curran, was the seneschal of a manor court at Newmarket,
in the county of Cork. His mother’s maiden name was Philpot, the
descendant of a respectable family of that name. She is represented
as a person of superior endowments and attainments, and her distin-
guished son, perhaps justly, traced from her the talents he possessed.
With more certainty, he attributed his subsequent success in life, to
her early influence.

From the estimate early formed of his capacity, he was committed
to the tuition of the Rev. Nathaniel Boyse, the clergyman of the
parish. From the manner in which this eircumstance 1s mentioned
by Mr Curran’s biographer, and referred to by himself, it is to be in-
ferred that Mr Boyse’s care and instruction were gratuitously bestow-
ed from kindness and the high opinion he had conceived of the youth.
His rapid progress seems to have justified this kinduess, and induced
his parents to determine upon his receiving a college education. His
first destination was the church.

After a time, he was removed to the free school of Middleton. and

_ his expenses were supplied wholly, or in part, at the sacrifice of £10a

vear, by Mr Boyse.

In 1769, he entered as a sizar in the university of Dublin—an
honourable test of his proficiency—as from the number of the sizars
being limited, his admission was the result of a successful and most
probably a severe competition.

In the university, his studies were principally devoted to classical
literature, and in this too, his assiduity was rewarded and proved by
the scholarship which he attained. His progress and attainments are
not unfairly to be estimated from his having commenced reading for
the fellowship.

During this period of his life, the progress of his mind is in some

VOL. VL A
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““degree traceable by many of his letters, which have been fortunately

preserved and interwoven with the narrative of his life, written by his
son. Our object, and the restricted scale of our memoirs, will not
permit us to avail ourselves of these, unless when they chance to be
strietly coincident with the line of our narrative. It is observable
that though the earliest of them indicate the usual activity of youthful
sentiment, the language is far more free from the vices and manner-
ism of style, than we should have anfxclpﬂted

When he had entered his second year in college, an incident occur-
red which manifested his command of the resources of wit and reason,
so as to elicit the applause of his fellow-students, and awaken his ambi-
tion. In consequence of this, it is said he changed his determination
of entering the church, for the bar. He had obtained the reputation
of wit, accompanied with its not unusual concomitants—wildness and
extravagance. He was seldom missing in the youthful freak, for
which, until the last gencration, the students of “old Trinity,” were
renowned. He was, it may be inferred, often in perplexity and often
in want of mouney, but he bore all with stemdv courage and unshake‘
good humour.

He is represented by his biographer, as having been much addietc !
to metaphysical inquiries and disputations, and to have frequently co.
versed on the nature of death, cternity, and the immortality of the soul
topics, which are the first to offer themselves to the curiosity of youth-
ful speculation, before the mind has learned the narrowness of its
range and the vastitude and obscurity of such subjects.

There are preserved also some specimens of his power of composi-
tion in verse, from the same period. They indicate very considerable
command of versification, an easy and not inelegant turn of language,
and a tendency to wit; in a word, a talent for the prompt and playful
style of the wers de socicte, but not, even the slightest indication of
any poetic power beyond metre and rhyme. The verses to W.
Apjohn, we should pronounce, generally, superior to most effusions of
the same nature which he afterwards produced, for the truth, point,
and ease of the satire.

Having finished his academic studies, Mr Curran proceeded ia
1773, to serve his terms in the Middle Temple. I'rom London, his
letters give a tolerable account of his feelings and occupationsy We
must here be satisfied with a single incident. He was in the eustom =
of frequenting a debating socxety, in which, though he felt the Illsiw(,
impulse, he could not muster the nerve for a trlal of his own powc"s
of speech; he was in some measure discouraged by a “precipitation
and confusion of utterance,” (perhaps the result of eagerness which is
apt to outrun the tongue), which had among his schoolfellows obtained
for him the soubriquet of “stuttering Jack Curran” Such was the -
amount of this defect, that he was advised to devote himself to the
silent duties of the chamber counsel. Mr Curran must of course have
felt the consciousness, which never fails to accompany a power so
strenuous and kindling as that of the orator; he felt what mo one else
could perceive so well, where his difficulty lay, and determined to over-
come it. His first attempt was, as may well be supposed, a fdilure.
He stcod up filled with nervous anxieties, and more apprehensive of .

Ed
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the eyes and ears of which he became the centre, than of the topics of
the debate; and thus pre-occupied, the mind refused its office, he got
no further than ¢ Mr Chairman;” his friends cried hear him, but as
he has told the story, “there was nothing to hear.” After this uu-
toward incident, some time elapsed before he could again summon
up courage for a second trial. A more auspicious moment at last
arrived. It was under the happy influence of a remittance from New-
market, and an additional glass of punch, that he repaired with his
friend Apjohn to the ¢“devils,” where there was already an orator ou
his legs, ¢ just such a person,” according to Mr Curran’s own deserip-
tion, ““as Harry Flood would have called ¢the highly gifted gentle-
man with the dirty cravat and greasy pantaloons? I found this
learned personage in the act of calumniating chronology by the most
preposterous anachronisms, &ec., &e. ¢He descanted on Demosthe-
nes the glory of the Roman forum; spoke of Tully as the famous con-
temporary and rival of Cicero; and in the short space of half an hour
transported the straits of Marathon three several times to the plains
of Thermopyke. Thinking I had a right to know something of these
matters, I looked at him with surprise; and whether it was the money
in my pocket, or my classical chivalry, or most probably, the supple-
mental tumbler of punch, that gave my face a smirk of sauey confi-
dence, when our eyes met there was something like a wager of battle
in mine; upon which the erudite gentleman instantly changed his
invective against antiquity into an invective against me, and concluded
by a few words of friendly counsel to ¢orator Mum, who he doubted
not, possessed wonderful talents for eloquence, although he would re-
commend him to show it off in future by some more popular method
than his silence.” Mr Curran followed the seasonable advice, for
which he repaid his adviser, the “dirty cravated orator, in such a sort,
that it was agreed by most persons present, that they never saw him
so well dressed”” So decided was his success, that the president dis-
patched his secretary to invite the ¢ eloguent stranger” to sup with
him. After this seemingly trivial, but perhaps really important inci-
dent, Mr Curran became a regular speaker at debating elubs, where he
acquired the fluency, and what is more important—the confidence,
which in public speaking is more than half the battle. It is mentioned
by his biographer,* that from his zeal in the cause of the Roman
Catholies, and from his dress, he was supposed to be a young priest of
that church, and in the club at which he most usually attended, was
called ¢ the little Jesuit from St Omers.”

It appears from various sources, that very high anticipations of the
future success of Mr Curran, Legan to be scon entertained among his
friends, and a letter from Dr Creagh of Newmarket, afterwards his
futher-in-law, gives some proof of the strong and just impression his
conversation and other manifestations of talent were capable of making.
We also learn that he was endeared, among the circle of his friends

* To prevent the pecessity of references, we may here mention once for all,
that this memoir is entirely written upon the authority of the ¢ Life of Currarn,
Ly his Son ;” that is, so far as relates to the facts and incidents of the persoual
histury of its eminent subject.
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and relations, by his affectionate and unassuming deportment among
them. ‘That he was subject to intervals of despondency, and that his
circamstances were sometimes such as to warrant depression of spirits,
were there no other cause. We also learn, that among his friends,
there was at least one who was generously desirous to impart assist-
ance. This was Mr Huadson the well-known dentist, his friend and
neighbour through the remainder of their lives.

Of his studies we are told, and of this there is indeed ample proof
in his practice, that his reading was extensive and assiduous. His
acguaintance with all the best standard English writers, is clearly
usu*rtamable through most of his speeches, and formed, indeed, a most
1mportant depurtment of his mind. Though apparently of spare and
attenuated frame, he was patient of fatigue, and required but little
rest; and being constitutionally alert, he was enabled to pursue bis
studies with interest and constancy, while seemingly devoted to con-
vivial habits. Among those writers from whom he is supposed to
have derived his earliest notions of style, were Junius’ Letters, and
lord Bolingbroke. The speech of Auntony in Julius Cesar, was also
an incessant study, and he could pronounce it with great skill. Of
the classies, Virgil was his favourite, and next to him, Homer.

A peculiar source of his ideas, which might not be anticipated, and
without some reflection may not be well conceived, was his familiarity
with the language and manners of Irish low life. The deeply imagi-
native tinge of Irish nature infused through the language, and im-
bodied in the very ignorance of this antique race, could not fail to _
nmpart much to a mind like that of Mr Curran, which, though not of
much compass or depth, was within its proper range endowed with
the keenest perceptions and nicest tact and sensibility. ¢ He used,”
says his biographer, “to say himself, that he derived his first notions
of poetry aud elequence from the compositions of the hired women over
the dead.”  Perhaps, it may also be not too much to say, that his poli-
tical sympathies were in some measure kindled at the same source.

Mr Curran was called to the bar in 1775. His character went
before him, and he rapidly obtained employment; as a proof of this. it
s mentioned, that the  first year produced eighty-two guineas; the
second between one and two hundred; and so on in a regularly increas-
ing proportion.” The same nervousness which impeded his first effort
at oratory influenced his debut at the bar, and that in a manner much
more marked, and, we should presume, unusual. He had but to
“read a short sentence from his iustructions, but he did it so precipi-
tately and inaudibly, that the chancellor, lord Lifford, requested of
him to repeat the words and to raise his voice.” The brief « dropped
from his hands, and a friend who sat beside him was obliged to take
it up and read the necessary passage.” Cn what precise occasion this
distressing affection was conquered, we are not informed; but his bio-
grapher mentions, in connexion with the foregoing amnecdote, that it
dlsappearod when he had to repel unwarrantable attacks. One of
these occasions is mentioned, and said to have occurred very early.
On some statement of judge Robinson’s, Mr Curran observed, ¢ That
he had never met the law, as laid down by his lordship, in any book
1o his library”  «That may be, sir,” said the judge; “ but'I suspect
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that your library is very small.” Mr Curran replied, I find it more
instructive, my lord, to study good works than to compose bad ones;
my books may be few, but the title pages give me the writers’ names,
my shelf is not disgraced by any such rank absurdities that their very
authors are ashamed to own them.” ¢ Sir,” said the judge, “you are
forgetting the respect which you owe to the dignity of the judicial
character,” ¢ Dignity!" exclaimed Mr Curran, “ My lord, upon that
point I shall cite you a case from a book of some authority, with which
you are, perhaps, not unacquainted.” He then briefly recited the story
of Strap in Roderic Random, who, having stripped off his coat to
fight, intrusted it to a bystander ; when the battle was over, and he
was well beaten, he turned to resume it, but the man had carried it
off; Mr Curran thus applied the tale:— So, my lord, when the person
intrusted with the dignity of the judgment-seat, lays it aside for a
moment to enter into a disgraceful personal contest, it is in vain when
he has been worsted in the encounter, that he seeks to resume it—it
is in vain that he tries to shelter himself behind an authority which he
has abandoned.” ¢“If you say another word, Sir, I'll commit you,”
replied the angry judge, to which Mr C. retorted, “ If your lordship
should do so, we shall both of us have the consolation of reflecting,
that I am not thie worst thing your lordship has committed.” We
have extracted t' 's dialogue, as indicating the promptness of Mr Cur-
ran, and the bo? - spirit, which in those rude and disorderly times, were
a strong recom..endation at the Irish bar. A contest so discreditable

_conld not now be likely to occur in the same scene.

urran had a fair occasion for display. This occasion offered itself at
the Cork assizes, in an action brought by a priest of the church of
Rome, against lord Doneraile. The occasion was one of which the
circumstances are so wholly foreign to the spirit of our times, and so
unlikely ever to recur in times in which the upper classes of society
are so much more civilized, that it is unnecessary to go at length into
a story which can now convey no lesson. It is enough to say that Mr
Curran acted with humanity and spirit, and won for himself the enthu-
siastic attachment of the lower orders, who from that time looked upon
him as their champion. In the performance of his duty on this occasion,
he had to cross-examine Mr St Leger, brother to the defendant; and,
as it was his object to depreciate his evidence, he had described him
in very gross aud insulting language in his speech. In doing so, he
had, however, not mentioned his name. When “Mr St Leger came
upon the table, and took the Testament in his hand, the plaintiff’s coun-
sel, in a tone of affected respect, addressed him saying, ¢ Oh, Mr St
Leger, the jury will, I am sure, believe you witliout the ceremony of
swearing you; your character will justify us from insisting on your
oath” The witness, deceived by this mild and complimentary language,
[his irritation evidently diverted his notice from thewery palpable trap
that was laid for him,] replied with mingled surprise and irritation,
¢ I am happy, Sir, to see you have changed the opinion you entertained
of me when you were deseribing me a while ago.’ | ¢ What, Sir? the:
you confess it was a description of yourself! Ggptlemen, act as you

;éSome years, nevertheless, occurred, before the real powers of Mr
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please; but I leave it to you to say, whether a thousand caths could
bind the conscience of the man I have just described.””

A duel followed, in which Mr Curran evinced very great intrepiditys;
he was called upon to fire by his antagonist, to which he answered
with a pun, tolerably fair considering the occasion, « No, Sir, I am
here by your invitation, you must open the ball.” And then, observ-
ing Mr St Leger's pistol, to be directed wide of him, with singular
promptitude he called out “fire.” St Leger fired, and missed. This
was a well known manceuvre among duellists of that day. Mr Cur-
ran declined firing, and the affair terminated.

This incident contributed materially to the increase of Mr Currans
practice. It had another effect, which we must state in the language
of his biographer:—It was probably, too, with this event,* that
originated his great popularity among the lower orders of the Irish,
—a feeling which a little time matured into an unbounded veneration
for his capacity, combined with a most devoted attachment to his per-
son.’  After some further sentences, Mr Curran proceeds, « His
genius and habits were so purely national, that the humblest of his
countrymen, forgetting the difference of rank in their very many com-
mon sympathies, fondly cousidered him as one of themselves, and
cherished his reputation not more as a debt of gratitude to him, than
as a kind of peculiar triumph of their own. These sentiments, which
he never descended to any artifices to cultivate, continued unimpaired
to his death, and will probably survive him many years.”

We have long since adverted in this volume to the monks of the
order of St Patrick, founded by lord Avonmore, Mr Curran’s ci- bf
{riend. It contained all those who were most eminent for w.
popularity, and most indeed of the first public men of the time. Ar
these Mr Curran was a principal member. One of the better, perh
the best of his poetical efforts, was the charter song of the order. \
his pathetic allusion after a lapse of many years to the recollections
of this union, we have already taken notice in lord Avonmore’s
memoir. We shall here add, that the passage in which it occurs,
has been censured as out of time and place, but that we think it to
be vindicated on sufficient grounds by his biographer. (INote. p. 128.)

Mr Curran had been seven years at the bar, when he was returned
as member for the borough of Kilbeggan, by the interest of Mr Long-
field, afterwards lord Longueville. Having disagreed with Mr Long-
field on political opinions, he shortly after insisted on purchasing a
seat to be filled on Mr L.’s nomination. It was about the same period
that he obtained his silk gown.

In 1785, Mr Curran had a quarrel with Mr Fitzgibbon, afterwards
lord Clare. The debate in which it occurred, arose cut of a measure of
the latter gentleman, who was at the time attorney-general. While Mr
Curran was speaking, Mr Fitzgibbon slept, or more probably, pre-
tended to sleep, on which Mr Curran let fall some strong personalities,
which were retorted with equal violence, Mr Curran again replied;

* 1is biographer (we should say,) includes many incidents of a very nopdar
character, which we have omitted for want of space.
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the consequence was a hostile meeting, after which they retaiced a
mutual enmity through life.

At this time Mr Curran had attained a full and lucrative praetice
at the bar. His life passed in a round of duties and occupations which
demand no comment,and offer little of detail. The point of view in which
he always appears to most advantage, and in what we might call the
most genuine character, is in such of his letters as have been published.
These, and we regret it much, are wholly beyond our compass. A
visit which he paid to France in 1787, affords some pleasing speci-
mens ; he was a nice and discriminating observer of all that is char-
acteristie, and with his happy humour and power of language, never
fails to transport his reader to the scene. He possessed a peculiar
turn for practical wit, which occasionally gave rise to adventures
which could not be carried through by any one but himself. Of this
many curious instances are yet remembered, which we cannot here
venture to relate on the mere authority of oral tradition. Anamusing
story, but far inferior to some we have heard, is told by his biographer
among the details of his visit to France.—Having received from his
friend Arthur O'Leary, an introduction to the superior of a convent
near some town he was to pass; Mr Curran was received in
the most cordial and complimentary manner, with a Latin oration,
and an offer of the keys. The Latin was so very bad, that he, without
hesitation responded in the same language ; he said “that nothing
could be more gratifying to him than to reside for a few days among
them: that he should feel himself perfectly at home in their society

actthat he was by no means a stranger to the habits of a monastic
I‘%being himself no less than the prior of an order in his own

untry, the order of St Patrick, or the monks of the serew. Their
Ame might never have reached the abbot’s ears, but he would under-
take to assert for them, that though the brethren of other orders might
be more celebrated for learning how to die, the monks of the Screw
were as yet unequalled for knowing how to live. As however,
humility was their great tenet and uniform practice, he would give an
example of it on the present occasion, and instead of accepting all the
keys which the abbot had so liberally offered, would merely take
charge, while he staid, of the key of the wine cellar.” A very droll
adventure is also related, on the occasion of his sitting at the opera
between an Irish lady whom he had accompanied thither, and a young
Frenchwoman. The ladies having manifested a mutual disposition
to converse, but being respectively unacquainted with each other’s
language, Mr Curran volunteered his service as an interpreter. He
however so altered and adorned the conversation as it passed, with
witty and complimentary additions, that the ladies each began to
entertain a very flattering impression of the other, in the words of
his biographer, “he transmitted between the parties so many finely
turned compliments, and elegant repartees, that the unsuspecting
ladies became fascinated with each other,” at length Mr Curran,
when he thought admiration had gained its height, “in conveying
some very innocent question from his countrywoman, converted it into
a0 anxious demand if she might be favoured with a kiss, ¢ Mais oui '
mon Dieu! oui,’ cried out the animated French girl, ¢ yallois le pro.
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poser moimeme,” and springing across Br Curran, imprinted an em-
phatic salutation, according to the custom of her country, upon each
cheek of his~fair companion; and then turning to him added, <O
vraiment, Monsieur, madame votre amie est une veritable ange.””

In 1788, Mr Curran made an excursion to Holland, of which as
usual his letters contain some graphic and interesting sketches.

In the following year, he took an active part in the Regency ques-
tion. It is mentioned that on this occasion he was offered to be raised
to the bench, and eventually to the peerage, on the condition of giving
his support to the administration. These offers he had the public
virtue to decline. His opposition was on the other hand marked by a
fresh degree of spirit and unsparing animosity, and he wielded his
favourite weapons of ridicule and illustrative exposure with so much
address, and preferred charges so plain and popular, that it is evident
he became very obnoxious to the Irish administration. Some time after,
upon a discussion in the house on the division of the Board of stamps
and accompts, he was replied to by Sir Boyle Roche, who concluded
with language conveying a clear menace of personal consequences. Mr
Curran made a spirited reply, which he concluded by saying, “as to
myself, while I live, I shall despise the peril ; 1 feel in my own spirit,
the safety of my honour, and in my own and the spirit of the people
do I feel strength enough to hold that administration, which can give (
a sanction to menaces like these, responsible for their consequences to
the nation and to the individual” In a few days after he was in-
sulted by some person, who was, or was supposed to be, in the ser-
vice of the castle.* He applied to major Hobart to dismi {\\{ N
person; the major replied that he had no such power, and %9 \
that the person was as much a stranger to him as to Mr Cw \\e \
correspondence followed and was terminated by a duel from i\
neither party received any hurt. To enter into the merits o. ‘,ﬁ
quarrel, would require a fuller statement than we have thought it ex- &
pedient to offer.

Between Mr Curran and Mr Fitzgibbon, there grew up by degrees
a spirit of hostility which is easily accounted for, upon a full view of
their respective characters, without any imputation to either. 'The
moral as well as the intellectual features of their characters were
cast and combined in a mould of the extremest contrast. There are

* We believe this to have been Newell, a person notorious for his daring,
presumption, and perfidy, almost unparalleled. Having, by turns betrayed and
maligned all who put any trust in him. Both by nature and habit, incorrigibly \
addicted to deceit—a liar, even when there was no object further than to fabri-
cate a story, he was incapable of stating the most ordinary fact, without a mixture
of falsehood. Having first betrayed the rebels, and included innocent with guilty
persons in his informations, he presumed upon the importance of his services,
when such services were unhappily of some moment, and baving attempted to
beard his employers, he came speedily into contact with men of principle and
lionour, and received mortifications and repulses, which he revenged by turning
again, and calumniating honourable men. His calumnies were greedily re-
ceived, and propagated as history, by those who repelled with scorn his
disclosures respecting the rebels. Ie ended his execrable carcer, by falling
into the hands of his former friends, by whom, there is reason to believe, he waa
assassinated.
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some strong reasons why we do not wish to delineate in detail, the
points of opposition; of which the principul one alone needs mention,
as it is one of constant recurrence in our labours. Posterity has not
done equal justice to the men; the faults of Mr Curran were more
popular than the very virtues of his enemy. The balance of an im-
partial comparison would involve a scrutinizing analysis, which we
should not desire to apply. We could not with any fairness conseut
to the severe calumnies and misrepresentations which have darkened
the fame of the earl of Clare—nor even to record more honest
censure, without disturbing more than we could wish the wreath with
which affection and popular opinion have crowned the grave of his
antagonist. For this reason we shall pass very lightly over the history
of their disagreements. There grew up a hostility between them of
which we shall only say that we entirely disagree with the estimate
which is to be drawn from the statements of Mr Curran’s biographer,
of the merits of their contention and in the constructions of their
actions. We see indeed, much to censure in the whole conduct to-
wards each other of both these eminent men.

To Mr Curran, a main consequence of this quarrel was that he lost
his practice in the court of chancery, which he rated at £1000 a-year.
His powers of advocacy were so pre-eminently fitted for the practice
of the law courts, that it is not easy to conceive how he could fail to
have his utmost powers of effort engaged. Dut this, we are aware,
does not meet the question of emolunient.

From the period last mentioned to 1794, Mr Curran took a very
active part in the numerous important questions brought forward in
parliament. In these he took the popular side, and spoke and acted
with all the fearless honesty of his character. Ile stood by the side
of Mr Grattan, and yielded to none in zeal or popularity.

It would nevertheless, according to our estimate, be an injustice to
Mr Curran, to look upon him as a politician. So ranked, he would
take his place among many good and eminent men, whose names are
now beginning to be nearly lost upon the roll of celebrity. It is as a
rhetorician and an advocate that we are to put forward the claim of
one, who in these respects has perhaps never been excelled, and not
often equalled in modern times. In weighing the merits of his oratory,
a very remarkable oversight seems to have been committed by
eritical writers, who, in reviewing his printed speeches, have neglected
those allowances which are always to be made for the advocate, from
the consideration of the actual circumstances under which he has to
address the jury or the court. We have already in our general intro-
duction to this period, given some account of the eloquence of the
last century and of its influencing causes. It will here be enough to
say, that there was at that time a taste for all that appealed to the
fancy and passions in oratory; and that the pleader who had to address
a jury, best consulted the interests of his client by conforming in some
measure to their tastes. We do not indeed agree with the argument
which we have sometimes heard advanced, that the applause of an
assembly, or even the verdict of a jury, is any test of merit; this
remains to be tried on more strict grounds; we think it a full excuse
for much that has been severely censured by critics in Mr Curran’s
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addresses. And if the licence be once allowed, we are inclined to think
that where the censure has fallen to the ground, much high praise
will be found due to the singular promptitude of application, of argu-
ment, of sarcasm, retort, or pathetic and solemn appeal; in a word of
all the higher elements of rhetoric—with also the rich and overflowing
affluence of the stream of a poetic diction. These, whether he abused
them or not, belonged to Mr Curran. But it is indeed known, and
has been well insisted on that his seemingly most licentious deviations
from the staid and dry decorum of the forensic style, performed an im-
portant part; if judges or juries could be so impressed, it was fit so
to impress them. At least so it will always be considered by the
advocate.

His defence of Mr Rowan, addressed to any jury and in any time,
must be always admitted to be a noble piece of advocacy. He exalts
his subject and the occasion with every solemn and affecting consider-
ation which can impress the conscience or feelings of the jury in
favour of his client; and his manner and style were equal to his
matter. The power of allusion, was the master quality of Mr Curran’s
mind—on light occasions it probably furnished the better part of his
wit, while on serious ones it played a more important part. His most
powerful passages display a mastcry of the best models, and of the most
effective passages of ancient and modern literature. His biographer
notices the striking resemblance of his opening sentence in the defence
of Mr Rowan to the opening of Cicero’s defence of Milo. A more
remarkable and closer similarity occurs in the same speech, as tie
much celebrated passage on emancipation is very nearly a paraphrase
of a well-known passage from Cowper’s task.

“ We have no slaves at home. Then why abroad?

And they themselves once ferried on the wave

That parts us, are emancipate and loosed.

Slaves cannot breath in England ; if their lungs

Receive our air, that moment they are free,

They touch our country and their shackles fall,”” &e., &e.
Task.

“ I speak in the spirit of British law, which makes liberty commen-
surate with, and inseparable from British soil; which proclaims even to
the stranger and the sojourner, the moment he sets his foot upon
British earth, that the ground on which he treads is holy, and conse-
crated by the genius of universal emancipation,” &ec., &. The entire
of these two splendid specimens, are much too long for quotation.
By referring to the originals, the curious reader will easily observe
the several mouldings which the same thoughts and images have re-
ceived from two minds of very different classes, each perhaps equally
expert, and each eminently a rhetorician in his ownart. Mr Curran’s
speeches afford much matter for similar observation. The masterly
allusion to the golden image and the spirit walking through the furnace
15 (in the sense of our observations,) another instance of Mr Curran’s
surprising range of command over the varied expanse of literature.
Scripture he had evidently studied as a favourite classic, and uniformly
drew from it his happiest touches of allusion and most graceful lau-
guage. If it may be said with truth, that there is no indication of
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mucn merely intellectual compass or depth about Mr Curran, it will
by those who justly weigh his claims, not be considered as any deroga-
tion:—such was not his own pretension; it was not in any way
essential to his proper character. But in such an estimate, there is
probably a very counsiderable error of a kind not very fully understood:
if we admit that Mr Curran does not appear to have been endowed
with any of those broad and massive intellectual powers which
must be attributed to the higher classes of lawyers, economists, aud
statesmen; we should add that he possessed powers s rare, and as pro-
found, when judged by a more impartial and philosophic estimate; his
depth was a moral depth. IHis world was that of the heart and of
human nature. The admiration of mankind is more honest than dis-
criminating ; and injustice is often the result, because praise injudici-
ously bestowed, raises pretensions open to question: and question, too
often originating in hostility, seldom waits to do justice. Mr Curran
* was a consummate advocate —he possessed the powers of the actor,
the dramatist, the poet, and the moralist, all kindred faculties;
and if he is to be referred to a class; it will in principle, be the class
of Scott and Shakespere, not Adam Smith, Pitt, Fox, or Burke, though
Burke might be referred to every class.

We have been at some pains to express these views with more dis-
tinctness than many of our readers may think necessary, because
otherwise we might appear to take a slighting view of an eminent
man, of whose genius we have not formed the same precise estimate
with many of his admirers. We wish to have it understood, that in
valuing him d_ij]érent(y we do not undervalue him intentionally, and
that though in common with others, we may have widely erred, yet
that there is no derogatory design in our statements.

We must now enter more at large into some details concerning
those unfortunate and guilty men whose trials took place in 1798, and
whose defence forms no little portion of Mr Curran’s renown. Mr
Rowan’s case we omit, because we propose to offer a brief memoir
of this gentleman further on.

The next state trial in which Mr Curran’s efforts are recorded is
that of Mr William Jackson. He was a clergyman of the church of
England, a native of Ireland, but had for several years resided in
England in the family of the Duchess of Kingston, who is supposed to
have used his pen in her controversy with Foote. Having visited
France and embraced the principles of republicanisin, he was
presently employed in the same cause with other Irishmen who from
perverted nationality or want of honesty were ready to lend themselves
to the designs of the enemy. He was sent over to Ireland to ascer-
tain the practicability of an invasion. We have already had to men-
tion the result. In London he met an old confidential friend to whom
e made certain communications, and engaged to some extent in his
correspondence. This person after a short time fearing to have gone
too far—revealed the circumstances to Mr Pitt. Mr Pitt availed
himself of so favourable an opportunity, and desired him to accompany
Mr Jackson to Ireland,—and by his nieans obtain further information
as to the state and progress of the conspiracy which seemed to be
ius indicated. Accordingly this person, whose name was Cockayne,
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obeyed, and soon made discoveries already familiar to the reader. Of
Mr Jackson’s guilt there could of course be no doubt, and it was not
long before Cockayne gave information, and he was arrested and tried
on the charge of high treason.

As Mr Jackson had been held aloof from, by the exceeding caution
of the United Irishmen, he had not at the time come into connexion
with the leaders of this body—further than some meetings of a pro-
bationary nature with Tone. But the interest taken in his fate was
so great among that body, that four inferior members, associated to
save him by the assassination of Cockayne; a circumstance which
became known in the course of another trial.

Mr Jackson remained in prison a year, during which time he was
treated with great kindness and lenity by the government, and per-
mitted to enjoy the society of his friends. A ecircumstance is men-
tioned, during this time to have occurred, which is not only honour-
able to Mr Jackson, but which offers a strong case for the illustration
of the important moral theorem, that laxity of political or public prin-
ciple is not inconsistent with private integrity. One of his friends
had remained with him to a late hour, and he went to see him to the
outer door. The jailer was aslcep and beside him lay the keys. Not
wishing to disturb him, Mr Jackson took the keys and let out his
friend. While thus engaged, the natural thought of escape flashed
upon him; he wavered for a moment—but the next brought up to his
mind the consequences to the jailer, who had on all occasions treated
Fim with kindness; the generous sense prevailed, he quietly laid down
the keys, and without awakening the friendly jailer, returned to his
apartment.*

The terrible particulars of Mr Jackson’s trial cannot we regret, be
here stated with the detail they merit. We abridge them from Mr
Curran’s life, where they are given with dramatic effect.

Precautions had been taken against suicide, which were ridiculed
by the prisoner, who observed that *“the man who feared not death,
could not want the means of dying, and that as long as his head was
within reach of the prison wall, he could prevent his body from being
suspended to scare the community.”

When on his way to the court to receive his sentence he was
observed to be very sick. In the court he appcared in great disorder,
which was for a time ascribed to fear. This continued to increase
rapidly; he obeyed the directions of the court, with unnatural and
spasmodic efforts, which served to indicate an imperfect consciouz-_
ness; the perspiration streamed down his face, and rose in clouds of |
steam from his hair; a general impression of astonishment and horror
spread through the court. “Ie beckoned his counsel to approach
him, and making an effort to squeeze him with his damp and nerve-
less hand, uttered in a whisper, and with a smile of most awful
triumph, the dying words of Pierre— :

‘ We have deceived the senate.””’

Struck by these terrible indications, Clonmel was about to remand

him, when the attorney-general entered the court and called for judg-

* Dr M‘Neiiu's Pieces of Irish History. Life of Curran.
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ment ; he was accordingly “set forward and displayed a horrible
spectacles in a profuse perspiration, tottering, and his face convulsed
with a rapid succession of ‘minute and irregular’ spasms: his eyelids
weighed down with the gathering torpor, drooped upon his half
closed eyes on which the dim glare of approaching death was to be
seen. Still endeavouring to obey the orders of the court, and to
assume the appearance of firmness, he exhibited in a manner which
must have been awful to witness a frightful struggle between the
powers of life and death. In this condition, while vainly trying to
stand erect, he was asked the usual question of the law, ¢ what he had
to say why judgment should not, &c.” Mr Curran rose and interposed
some arguments in arrest of judgment. A long discussion took place
—during which the symptoins rapidly increased. The windows of
the court were thrown open, and the discussion went on. At last Mr
Jackson sunk in the dock. The conclusion is taken from the reported
trial, we copy it from Mr Curran’s life, as follows.

Lord Clonmel. «If the prisoner is in a state of insensibility, it is
impossible that I can pronounce the judgment of the court upon him.”

Mr Thomas Kinsley who was in the jury-box, said he would go
down to him; he accordingly went into the dock, and in a short time
informed the court that the prisoner was certainly dying.

“ By order of the court Mr Kinsley was sworn.”

Lord Clonmel —¢ Are you in any profession?”

Mr K.—“I am an apothecary.”

Lord C.—<Can you speak with certainty of the state of the
prisoner 7"

Mr K—«1 can; I think him verging to eternity.”

Lord C.—*Do you think him capable of hearing his judginent ?”

Mr K.—«1I do not think he can.”

Lord C.—¢ Then he must be taken away, &c.” While Lord C.
was giving directious, the sheriff informed the court that the prisoner
was dead. On which lord Clonmel rejoined, “let an inquisition and
a respectable one be held upon his body. You should carefully inquire
by what means he died” The court adjourned and the corpse re-

“mained inthe dock till next day—when upon the inquest a large quantity

of metallic poison was found in his stomach.

The most remarkable feature in this case, was the decision in oppo-
sition to the most ancient and established principles of criminal justice,
that in Ireland, one witness was sufficient to sustain the charge of high
treason. If such an anomaly could be justly or safely admitted, it would
have been in that time, and in Ireland. in which secrecy in treason had
attained a perfection in itself as strange and unprecedented. It woqld
perhaps be dangerous, on any consideration to tamper with the sanctity
of a principle of such universal and obvious importance: we abstain
therefore from some reflections suggested by the commentary of others.
One affivmation must be made, that we wholly deny the assertion that
any excessive severity can be fairly imputed to the administration of
criminal law in Iveland: but that on the other hand it was remarkably
mild. The contrary opinion, asserted by eminent and able men does no
credit to their candour or judgment; they were advocates and popu-
lar party men—and as such, may be excused for using the language
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of their party. DBut we cannot help thinking it strange, that their
descendants, biographers and admirers can be betrayed into the sober
historical assertion of such wholly unwarranted sentiments. The con-
duct of the administration, was mild, forbearing and equitable; and
if severity be at all a part of justice, it never was more called for than
at the time. We would not admit of an unconstituticnal expedient;
but we quite concur in the assertion of the wise and good man who
wus attorney-general then, that it was rather necessary to strengthen
the crown against the popular crime, than to strengthen the criminal
azainst the crown.” We have, indeed, made many statements in proof
of this proposition; and we have not done with it yet. There can be
no reasonable doubt, that the law as it was supposed to have stood,
was in principle defective—nor was the contingent advantage sufficient
to compensate a deviation so wide from a principle which derives
something of its stability from the most ancient usage. The
fault was amended by special enactment, settling the rule that high
treason should require two witnesses for conviction.

Of the depravity of those miscreants, whose evidence was in that
dreadful and calamitous state of things resorted to, there can be mno
doubt. It is one of the most deplorable conditions of secret conspiracy,
that resort must be had to such means; accident may be allowed
for: but accident apart, there is no way by which honest and trust-
worthy men can become privy to the deliberations and designs of artful
villany. The witness must either first have committed the crime, or
practised treacheries little less guilty and far more revolting. But
having made so much allowance we must add that there is no better
alternative; and that practically, no ill consequence of moment is
likely to arise in any court of justice worthy of consideration, In
all the trials of this time, and in all such trials, there were and must
be large allowances in favour of mercy, the real demerits of the
witnesses were rightly weighed and appreciated, neither the verdicts
of juries and judgments of courts were exclusively dependent on mere
asseveration; whatever may be the rule of legal practice, there is in all
cases a moral evidence arising from a certain range of facts and eir-
cumstances, which essentially governs the decisions of men. T \
question is ultimately, as to the validity of a chain of proof, in whic..
the character of the witness and the probability of his statements as
well as their abstract value, must be weighed in the scale of the
uicest responsibility. In mere theory, it would indeed be easy to show |
how the lives of innocent men might be placed in the hands of per-
jurers; we fear to be carried too far into disquisition; but we could
easily show that, unless the court itself be first depraved into an instru-
ment of eruelty, (as in the Spanish inquisition, the revolutionary tribu
nals, or the courts of some old despotism) such cases are merely theo |
retical; it would be easy to show that the counteractions, in a Britis’
or Irish court of justice are too numerous and too stringent; and that i |(
anything must be admitted on the other side, it is merely so much
must be allowed for the fallibility of all human judgment. One mc
remark must be made. Subsequentproofshave in all instances confirn.
the judgments in these cases; and though such proof could bave 1
weight in justification of a verdiet; yet if duly considered it has muc |
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in its application to the foregoing argument, as the question of proba-
bility is affected by the result of the comparison of instances; the
uniform result indicates the agency of the uniform process.

It has been said that the minds of the jurors were at that time
strongly influenced by a general panic, and also by that of the
informers, whose testimony they were called upon to reject. Of these
influences, the first had some existence, the second does not require
notice. The general fear of conspiracy did not mislead the juries;
but those who have made the remark, have failed to notice, that
a contrary influence of a much more urgent nature also prevailed.
The fear of a wide spread popular conspiracy to overawe the consci-
ences of juries, is ascertained by well-known and unquestionable facts:
should any one doubt it, we can only here say, that it is a very intel-
ligible consequence of any popular conspiracy, and especially in this
country. No one, for example, is ignorant of the extent to which
provincial juries are controlled by their fears, in the disturbances of
our own times. But neither then, or now, has there been any just
ground to impute any very considerable departure on either side from
their sworn duty, by the jurors in criminal causes. In the metropolis,
where they have always acted under a sense of adequate protection, it
may with confidence be affirmed that, at all times, juries have per-
formed their duties with courage and honesty; and there was in the
cases to which these remarks are applied, no substantial difficulty.
‘The considerations thus reviewed are in our judgment not required
for the purpose of explaining the peculiar resources of Mr Curran’s
advocacy. So far as such explanations can be necessary, the main
causes were some of them of a nature opposite to those alleged. To
create those very impressions, under which he sometimes appeared to
labour; and to excite some sense of the state of parties, and the con-
duct of persons which seemed to rouse his indignation, was an essen-
tial part of his duty as an advocate. Ie hadin every one of those
celebrated cases, to contend against law, fact, and justice: this is an
important portion of his praise; an essential excuse for seeming de-
fects. But the unfortunate result has been, that the same dexterous
advocacy, which once failed to cloud the common-sense of a jury, or
to prevent the decisions of justice, has been used to pervert history
and to give a specious language to party.

If Mr Curran’s style of appeal is to be apologized for, (e do not see
that it is necessary), it must be on different ground. It was justified
by the practice of his day; and it is not to be overlooked, that it was his
uniform style and adopted independently of the circumstances alleged.
In truth, the rules by which he has been rather severely criticised,
have been applied by a ludicrous complication of mistakes—the clear
oversight of all applicable considerations. Assuming (what must be
assumed by the pleader) that his cause is good; his clients, the jury,
and the court, were precisely in the position that is implied in all
those solemn and pathetic appeals; and such was the highly seasoned
style of logie, manner and language, demanded by the taste of the
time. We do not in this include the faults incidental to that style, of
these we shall take special notice.

The most remarkable in many respects of those trials was that of
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Henry and John Sheares, whose fate is still recollected with in-
terest. This trial afforded one of the most memorable displays of
Mr Curran’s cloquence, and of the peculiar energy with which lLe
threw his mind into the cause of his client. The trials of several of
the leaders of the conspiracy, who had been seized at Bond’s, and of
Bond himself, followed. There is one reason, why we may now pass
them slightly. As trials, they could not, from the circumstances, be
more than the necessary preservation of the form and instrumentality
of the law. The facts were too well ascertained and their character
too unambiguous, to leave room for any serious question. Mr Curran
discharged his duty with his usual talent and zeal, but though it was
his duty to endeavour to shake the character of the informer, he must
have been aware that the degree in which any point he could so gain
would bear on the whole proof of the guilt of his clients, was nearly
an infinitesimal, compared with the full evidence of circumstances. It
is no disparagement to Mr Curran—what is equally applicable to
every other criminal advocate—that if the doctrines he was often ac-
customed to state on the subject of testimony were adopted in practice
by juries, it would be impossible to establish a case of high treason
otherwise than by having recourse to proceedings of a nature wholly
different from the trial by jury. Iappily, the ingenuity which it is on
those occasions the advocate’s duty to employ, is in most cases wholly
inoperative with the plain common sense of a tribunal, of which it is
the merit, that in questions of fact, it is provided with the kind and
measure of intel'’gence which such questions require, unperplexed
by the rules of science. In making this assertion, we must take
leave to guard our meaning.

The doctrme of p.esumptlons, is like sight and hearing, far easier
to apply thau to analyze, and generally more correct in its intimations,
than any mere inferences of theory. DBut it is in part for this reasor,
and in part on account of the falhblhtv of all human judgments, that
the rules of legal science lean uniformly to caution, and are so con=
trived, as to favour mercy, rather than strict justice. Its intent is
not so much to aid the sagacity of the tribunal, as to control and
limit its exercise, on the merciful principle, that it is better that ten
guilty should escape, thau one innocent person suffer. But as circum-
stantial evidence may amount to a degree, far beyond any demand of
Justice, or even of mere allegation of witnesses, it would be ridiculously
absurd to suppose, that technical restrictions can limit the common
sense of a jury, to the extent which it may be the advocate’s duty to
demand. Any rules by which Jackson, or the Sheares’s, or Bond,
could have been acquitted, would have been inconsistent with the
sufficiency of the law. The purpose of those whose liberality would
relax the severity of eriminal justice, under the circumstances then
existing, would be overshot—for the concession of their assumptions
would only tend to prove, that the law of the land is insufficient for
such occasions, and that times of danger and conspiracy would thus
demand some provision of a more prompt and decisive character. 1t
is a mistake to assume, that the conviction of these men rested on the
mere allegations of informers, or were in any degree decided by fears
or influences. The information of Reynolds, (to take an instance,)

i
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was essential to the wrrest of certain persons, and to the steps by
which strong facts were clearly ascertained: but not in the least de-
£ree necessary to ascertain with the utmost assurance of which the
human mind is capable, the truth of the charges. The testimony was
essential to satisfy the conditions of positive law. If a murder were
committed in the hail of the courts, and under the eye of justice—the
same formal and strict testimony would be required; and a clever ad-
vocate might use similar expedients to construct his defence. It is fit
and right it should be so—were it not, presumption might under
circumstances be sadly stretched. But in the cases Mr Curran had
to deal with, all was as clear as is consistent with the nature of human
concerns. The conspiracy was fully known to exist, and the men
were fully identified with the conspiracy. Reynolds was but an
essential form of Justice. We fully approve of the extension of mercy
in such cases, and do not here contend for strict justice to the shed-
ding of blood; we only repel certain statements, and deny the fitness
of allowing justice to be stultified by paltry technicalities, of which
the true intent is first dexterously put out of sight by the advocate,
and next totally set aside by the historian. The praise of Mr Curran
does not demand the assertion and defence of his bar arguments.

It may here be the best place to give some account of the two
brothers, John and Henry Sheares, whose unhappy fate alone
entitles them to historic recollection. Of these unfortunate gen-
tlemen, were there indeed any propriety in giving a very detailed
account, they are still sufficiently recollected by several persons, and
we have been made sufficiently familiar with their characters and pri-
vate history, to sketch them with some precision; but there is really
no reason for such a departure from our general rules of selection.
They are mentioned to have been members of the Irish bar; Henry
the elder brother possessed a competent fortune, had reccived a uni-
versity education, had no talents, but was much valued and loved in
the private relations of life. He has left the character of being weak,
credulous and yielding. Some traits of an opposite but not incon-
sistent kind, have been preservedamong his acquaintances, he was proud,
ambitious, talkative, and ostentatious. His brother John was a man
of firmer intellectual mould: a simpler and sterner character, with far
less vivacity, but with more tendency to enthusiasm. These brothers
were remarkable for their strict attachment to each other, and as usu-
ally happens, John possessed a strong ascendancy over both the con-
duct and opinions of his feebler brother. In 1752, they had spent a
little time in Paris, where they contracted a republican taint, and in
consequence, when they came home, they fell into contact with the
United Irishmen. With their principles, they took up also the cant
about reform; under the cover of which, these principles were con-
cealed.”* With these dispositions, they soon became objects of public
suspicion, and in a few instances, fell under the special notice of the
authorities, but were by a lenity, unfortunate perhaps for themselves,
eonnived at. When matters had arrived at the verge of insurrection,
they were soon drawn in to take an active part. Among the ex-

* Life ¢f Wolle Toue.
VOL. VI, B
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pedients resorted to by the conspiracy, for the furtherance of their
views, a very obvious preliminary, was the endeavour to seduce the
soldiery from their duty. In the army, there was in some degree, the
same diffusion of revolutionary opinion and sentiment, which then
prevailed among the lower classes; and it is evident, that there must
thus have been found abundant means of access to the soldiery,
through the agency of disaffected individuals., And such, according
to the construction which the whole of the facts taken together appear
to suggest—it was in the attempt to avail themselves of such an
instrumentality for the purpose of seduction, that the Messrs Sheares
became the dupes and victims of their own intrigues. Among the
troops quartered at Laughlinstown camp, there was a captain of the
name of Armstrong, who, though certainly not a United Irishman,
was, we presume, a person of unsettled principles on general ques-
tions of politics, and had fallen into the not unusual habit of talking
very loosely—an imputation not having much weight in that day.
But it was the means of exposing him to the proposals of those who
were on the watch for such indications; and it is to be observed, that
the conduct of the conspiracy had at that time begun to pass into
the hands of less experienced persons, and was carried on with less
tact and discretion, than had till then aceompanied the conduct of the
united men. Captain Armstrong belonged to a regiment which was
supposed to be disaffected, and this offered an additional inducement
for the trial. It so happened that he was accustomed to resort occa-
sionally to the shop of a bookseller, Mr Byrne, who was evidently a
procurer for the purpose of rebellion. This person drawing his in-
ferences, both from the conversation (on books, political and re-
ligious) of Armstrong, and from the character of his regiment, took
the very obvious step of sounding his opinions; these, there is every
reason to believe, were of a free and loose complexion, and most pro-
bably had, in theory, a close affinity to those of Mr Byrne. It 1s at
least easy to see how this person might thus without any design
be led to consider Mr Armstrong as one fitted for his purpose: such,
at all events, was his conclusion. And it should be recollected by the
fair reader, that it does not follow from these incidents, that Mr
Armstrong actually held the notions which he is thus shown to have
expressed: every one who has conversed with the world, has often
met weak persons, who take the tone of their conversation entirely
from that which prevails among those whom they set up as models
for themselves—the vain, the light and daring. Deism, dissoluteness,
drunkenness, and disloyalty, formed at that time, no slight portion of
the character of the rakish fashion of the day, in the middle ranks of
Irish gentry. They deeply tainted the militia officers. The con-
sideration is here so far important, as we are inclined to think, that
too much stress has been laid on the fact, that Mr Armstrong had on
previous occasions, used very libertine expressions. There was an
impression made on Byrne, that Mr Armstrong was ready for the
proposals which, there can be no doubt, he was anxious to urge.
« 8ir,” said he, “I could wish a gentleman of your enlightened
principles, would allow me to introduce you to some gentlemen who
would be happy to cultivate your acquaintance—I mean the Messrs
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Sheares, men who are deeply engaged in the comumon cause; and as
you can render material services, you will be a valuable acquisition,
&c.” Now, at this stage, various constructions will apply to the con-
duct of Armstrong, not one of which will go to affect his character as a
witness, though some of them would bear unfavourably on him as a man.
Some persons, when they perceive a shallow design, will humour it for
mere cajolery; and it is also evident, that to a man of unrefined and
coarse mind—which does not involve dishonesty or untruth—the con-
duct of Byrne was adapted to suggest a counterplot, which was per-
fectly fair—but not precisely within the conventions acknowledged
by gentlemen. When it was proposed by Byrne to introduce Mr
Armstrong to two gentlemen of his own way of thinking; Armstrong,
of course, saw that he was to be subjected to a regular course of
seduction, and made instrumental to a certain purpose, and he probably
decided at once what to do. There was here indeed little choice
between one course, which was rigidly right, and a crime of the basest
description; it was his duty to expose such an attempt. He may have
lent himself too far to a false understanding, and if so, we cannot
acquit him of the charge of meanness; but he was also perhaps under
a very natural impression, which the history of the trial puts wholly
out of sight; and it is one which might carry a man very far: the
reader must recollect, that all the time he may have (or must have,)
perceived that he was himself the object of a crafty, perfidious, and
criminal game, and that he was deeply interested in outwitting and
defeating his insnarers. He had not, it ought to be remembered,
before his mind the tragic circumstances, which have lent a peculiar
interest to the fate of his seducers. Now, though it may be truly
said that no person of a high sense of honour will stoop to a contest in
craft, such as we are now supposing; it will not follow that a man
who will, is to be regarded as acting on meaner motives than those
of the multitude. The exercise of considerable artifice and even of
deception, unworthy as it is of the gentleman or the christian, does
not disqualify as a witness in a court of justice. If it did, few indeed
could be admitted—a large class would be too evidently excluded.
The manner and circumstances must regulate the credence of the
man in such cases. If it be asserted that in the proceedings of Mr
Armstrong there was both duplicity and treachery; they were
employed in opposition to duplicity and treachery, with this differ-
ence, that on the side of Mr Armstrong the motives were clearly
those of duty, on that of the Sheareses of crime. We do not affirm
(or admit,) that there is any duty which in strictness can warrant
such conduct—we simply assert, that in the administration of justice.
character must be estimated according.to the average morality of
human conduct, which is by no means very high. In poetry, in
moral writings, in the professed maaims of the world, a higher standard
prevails, drawn from a purer code; and therefore, when the advocate
finds it expedient to depreciate character, it is very easy to turn the
pure and bright beams of moral truth upon the infirmities of another,
which his own could ill stand the test of. It is also to be observed,
in reference to this case and some others, in which Mr Curran was
employed—that the samc considerations lead to the further stricture
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on criminal advocates in general, that they carry their efforts to taint
the character of the witnesses for the prosecution, something beyond
what we can admit to be fair. Perhaps the best excuse for this may
be, that such dexterity is insufficient for the purpose for which it 1s
employed, and can seldom impose on the good sense of juries.

But to return to our narrative, Mr Armstrong, upon receiving the
proposal of Byrne, must have felt the intent of the proposal, and con-
cluded without any doubt as to the line which his duty imposed. Byrne
may in the first instance have acted withcut thought, and unadvisedly
made the concession usual in such cases: it would have needed some
firmuess and presence of mind to refuse; he had heedlesly talked him-
self iuto a false position. But Laving assented, it is still more apparent
that e must have felt himself committed to act in one way or other.
IIe might have retracted, this would have required explanation and
recantations, from which weak and mesn men shrink. He pursued
the rigid line of duty, in communicating with kis superior. It
appears that he received the directions usually given on all such occa-
sions; to lend himself to the arts employed for his corruption, and thus
enable the government through his means to trace them. Mr Arm-
sirong acceded, and having been introduced to the brother conspirators,
he necessarily entered upon a course of proceedings of no very honour-
able character, and from a review of which we fully admit, we think
very lowly indeed of Mr Armstrong. We have so far dwelt with
more than usual minuteness on the preceding details, because the
different narrators of the same transaction, while they do not deny the
substaniial truth of his allegations, appear to consider his character
as a witness questionable, and that some discredit is thus reflected
on the prosecution. We think differently in both respects, and have
endeavoured to make apparent the grounds of our opinion.

It was past midnight when Mr Curran rose to address the jury in
the defence of Mr Henry Sheares; he was exhausted by the exertions
of a day spent in protracted endeavours to discredit the testimony of
the witness. Ile availed himself of the equivocal character of many
of the circumstances already mentioned, with a latitude fully conceded
to the advocate in such cases, with great felicity, and delivered one
of the most affceting speeches perhaps ever Leard in a court of
Justice, leaving no topic untouched which might affect the feelings,
conscience, or reason of the jury. As, however, the whole evidence
was such as to leave no doubt upon the case, his eloquence was vain
to save his unfortunate clients. From the circumstances which came
out on the trial, the credibility of Mr Armstrong seemed to be con-
siderably shaken;* but his evidence was too strongly supported by
facts and circumnstances to admit of reasonable doubt. And the verdict
of guilty was followed by the sentence of the law.

* Some opinions held by Mr Armstrong, were proved by most credible witnesses,
and denied by bim on cath. But his profession of such opinions may have
been false, and his oath true. Men of shallow understanding and loose lives have
often made a boast of infidel opinions, and assumed the character of freethinkers,
without (in reality,) having any distinct opiuions at all. And it is also not improb-
able that the idle boast of a random tongue, may be wholly forgotten by tho
speaker,
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Nt pistares.epayeCamMiRnGesd Ynfko biR@l these
unfortunate gentlemen were thus placed, can have in them but littie
more interest than must belong to that dreadful interval between the
condemnation of the criminal and its cad event. But incidental occur-
rences have withdrawn the gloomy veil which mostly conceals the terror
of the condemned cell, and a frightful as well as affecting glimpse is
given of the extremity of moral suffering in the person of Henry
Sheares. On the announcement of the verdict, the brothers clasped
each other in their arms. When brought up for judgment theyl ach
addressed the court. Ilenry Sheares having a large family, attenipted
to utter a request that he should have time allowed for the arrange-
ment of his affairs; at the mention of his family, his feelings over-
powered him, and he was unable to proceed. His brother John
addressed the court at some length. After vindicating himself
from the imputation of having inculcated sanguinary rules of conduct
among the rebels,—he proceeded with strong and pathetic earnestness
to implore that some respite should be allowed to Ienry, to provide
for his unhappy wife and six children, and their aged mother. The
request was inadmissible, and the refusal, which was bhardly less
pathetic than the request, wus rendered painful to lord Carleton, by
circumstances which we shall state in his own words. ¢ In the awful
duty imposed on me, no man can be more sensibly affected than I am,
because I knew the very valuable and respectable father and mother
from whom you are both descended. I knew and revered their
virtues. One of them, happily for himself, is now no mere; the other,
for whom I have the highest personal respect, probably by the events
of this day may be hastened into futurity,” &e. IHis lordship’s address
ended with the sentence of the law. And at the demand of the Attorney-
general, he ordered that it should be executed on the next day. John
Sheares prepared to meet his end with the natural firmness of his
character. A letter which he wrote to his sister the night before his
death, bears all the characters of strong affection for his family, and
a calm and unshaken fortitude. The circumstances attendant upoun
the other brother’s death are more remarkable. We cannot fairly say
that Mr Henry Sheares was utterly devoid of the ordinary degree of
human courage, for the affections of our nature are variable, and the
changes of character dependant on circumstance are very extreme;
the peculiar incidents belonging to this unfortunate gentleman’s posi-
tion, were such as to shake the fortitude and soften the affections of
most men. When any cause induces a person to turn his back on
danger, however free from fear he may have been, fear is likely to be
a consequence. In Henry Sheares, the affectionate solicitude of his
friends heightened the love of life and the pain of parting—the strong
interest with which his fate was viewed imposed on his imagination;
the impression left on his mind by the defence of his advocate, the
sympathy of the judge, with minor incidents which we need not
mention, all contributed to raise illusory hopes, and his feelings
could not within the short interval allowed let go the hold of
life and turn composedly to his dreadful fate. Such we believe
were really the causes which operated to cast his mind into tha
fearful struggle, which, however it may commence, may lead to the
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agony of terror. We have been tempted to regret that his letter
to Sir Jonah Barrington was preserved; it exhibits that awful
convulsion of spirit which the heart shrinks from, and which
one would wish concealed for the same reason that the features are
Lidden in the last struggles of the scaffold. On receiving that letter,
Barrington hastened to lord Clare, who was deeply affected by it, and
advised Barrington to take the only step which remained, evidently
intending to co-operate. But e was not aware of the rapidity with
which the officials connected with justice were at the very same
monfent rendering vain any such late efforts. Had Sir J. Barrington
received the letter but a few hourssooner, there is little room to doubt of
his success, as substantially it contained an offer which was precisely
conformableto the suggestion of lord Clare. «I will lie under any condi-
tions the government may choose to impose on me, if they will but re-
store me to my family.” The chancellor’s suggestion was, “do you
think Henry can say anything, or make any species of discovery which
can authorize the lord lieutenant in making a distinction between
them?” The chancellor was fully desirous to save him: but for
reasons very plain and evident, he was anxious that the reprieve should
be accounted for in such a manner as to prevent the mischievous con-
sequences which it might otherwise produce at so critical a juncture.
Among those who lived in that time and were acquainted with Henry
Sheares, some excuses have been made for him; we do not enter into
them here because they appear to us weak and inconclusive, and we
should be compelled to waste space in their analysis.

The trials connected with this period, in which Mr Curran was
successively engaged, remain some of them to be noticed hereafter;
but so far as the orator or advocate merely is to be commemorated, we
have nothing material to add to the remarks hitherto made. Some of
the peculiarities of his oratory, we have traced to time and circum-
stance, some to the nature of the duty on which he was engaged: we
may add very generally, that in some of the praises of the admirers of
his speeches we do not coincide, and in like manner, that we strongly
disagree with the most unfair and uncandid as well as narrow and
mistaken attacks which have been made upon them in some well known
critical works. We must now add, that so far as we can extract any
fair notion of Mr Curran’s political opinions from his conduct or public
speeches, they are so broadly at variance with every opinion which we
have endeavoured to maintain in these lives, that it would now be
superfluous to enter on the subject. Of his parliamentary speeches
few specimens remain; these, so far as we have seen them, rather
manifest a disposition to relieve and adorn the tediousness of debate, or
perhaps to disconcert by wit those upon whom argument had failed,
than any very strong interest in or deep knowledge of the subject.
He could not indeed have much thought to spare for such discussions.
We also apprehend that his affections were too deeply cast and
coloured in the mould and tones of nationality to look with cold and
unbiassed reason on any of the great questions which then agitated the
heart of Ireland to its centre.

During the peace of 1802 he paid a short visit to Paris, when a new
chapter of political philosophy was opened to his keen observant mind,
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and which we believe he attentively and profitably studied. His
speech in behalf of Kirwan in the rebellion of 1803, is elevated not
only by a sounder but stronger and more philosophic toune of principle
than anything preserved of his previous displays. Something of this
is due to a cause which, in fairness to Mr Curran, ought to be strongly
put forward. The criminal advocate has too often the disadvantage
of being induced (perhaps compelled,) to defend guilt by maintaining
false principles, and imposing false impressions, and this must after-
wards operate to lower the credit of his character as an orator. But
on the occasion now adverted to, he took hold of the occasion to
throw out many sound, forcible, and impressive appeals to his deluded
countrymen which prompt, in reading it, a wish that there were now
among us some voice of equal power to warn and to remonstrate with
our delusions. Of the rebellion of 1803 we must offer some separate
notice, and shall therefore avoid it here. We shall only stay to notice
that the intimacy of Robert Emmet in Mr Curran’s family involved him
in circumstances of a most painful nature. To some of these we
must distinctly advert in a brief memoir of Robert Emmet, to which
we refer the reader. The visits of this ill-fated man, necessarily cast
some degree of suspicion on one so popular in his opinions and reptita-
tion as Mr Curran, and occasioned some troublesome steps of inquiry,
in which he was however treated with respect, and delicacy as well as
justice, by all persons concerned in the investigation.

On Mr Pitt’s death, Mr Curran’s party came into power. He was
appointed master of the rolls, and a member of the privy council. He
was dissatisfied with a station so little in conformity with the character
of his habits of legal practice, which had been entirely or at least
chiefly confined to the law courts. And in consequence there arose a
coolness which lasted some time between him and his friend Mr
George Ponsonby.

There remains little to be told. The rest of his life was passed in
the duties of his situation, and the social intercourse for which he was
endowed with so many striking qualifications. It is mentioned by his
biographer, that from the hour of his promotion, his spirits were
observed to decline. To relieve the monotony of his time, he was
led to form some projects of literature. Of these, one was a memoir
of himself and his time. It is much to be regretted that his health
and leisure should have deprived the world of anything from Mr
Curran’s pen; we may frankly say, it is not precisely a historical
work that we should most desire to receive from his hands; neverthe-
less it must be added, that it is so impossible to believe that he could
have fallen into the utter falsehood, and the flagitious misrepre-
sentation which disgraces the historical accounts of his time, it
would have been an advantage to possess the testimony of one man of
scrupulous integrity and of legal and constitutional understanding to
confront with so much false testimony. Indeed, there are circum-
stances that show Mr Curran’s mind to have subsided into far more
just and temperate views than might be presumed from the evidence
of his speeches: but as we have already observed, the speeches of the
advocate or the partisan are no test of the historian. The few remarks
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upon the subject left by Mr Curran himself,* give a favourable idea
C the spirit in which he would have entered on the task, and suggest
“the scrupulous caution and self-distrust, which are among the best
securities for the truth and impartiality of history. Of the other
literary undertaking mentioned by his biographer, it must be allowed
that few men appear to have been more eminently qualified by nature—
while there was also much in the previous habits of his life to prepare
him for such an effort. We doubt whether a work of fiction can be the
fruit of such broken efforts as he would have had the power to bestow,
still there cannot be much doubt that in this department of effort, he
could not well have failed to leave a work of great power, pregnant with
wit, observation, and the heart-knowledge in which his genius lay.
This was the favourite undertaking—and perhaps very little remained
to be done, could the effort be summoned for that little. He had in
fact composed a great part of his tale in his mind, and was in the
habit of reciting long passages from it among his friends, such as to
suggest very high expectations of what it would be when completed.
Mr Curran is mentioned as being much addicted to novel reading, and
to have dwelt with the freshness of infant delight on the scenes which
caught his fancy in the writings of the most eminent novelists. He
had evidently a fine and feeling perception of effect, indicated by his
great mastery of the art of social narration, and this, schooled as it is
likely to have been by his habits of reading and the practice of a fine
discrimination, could not well fail to have raised any effort of his pen
far above the standard of mediocrity. With all this, there can be no
doubt of the power of Mr Curran in the exercise of his intellect in the
range of passion and sentiment; this was the proper walk of his
understanding, plainly perceptible in all his sayings and doings of what-
ever description: within the same range of moral power which gave
weight and pathos to his addresses, there can be little doubt of the
success with which he might have wielded the wand of fiction.

The change of habits to which these projects were to be traced,
had, as we have said, a depressing effect on his spirits. The dry
business of equity, did not afford exercise to his peculiar powers.
It was morally a termination of his public existence, and the effect is
very traceable, both in such of his letters as have been preserved and
in the recolle.tions which yet remain among those who knew him.
We are inclined to infer, from a multitude of small incidents, that he
had been at all times a man of the most morbid habits and tendencies
of temper; these are liable to be repressed in society, and in the con-
duct of public business; to some extent, they shun the eye of day. It
is in the privacy of retirement, or on those occasions when a man's
individual sense is in some way brought into action that they assert
their supremacy. In many of the well-known stories about Mr Curran,
there are strong proofs of this. For example, the collisions between
himself and lord Clare, are, some of them, referrible to a tendency
to suspect insult, and to the well-known habit of an irritable self-asser-
tion. It is somewhat curious indeed, that the partiality of his bio-

* See Life, by his Son, vol. ii. p. 163
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grapher in stating the affronts which he resented with so much spirit,
passes entirely over what is so very obvious, the insults on his part which
preceded them, and which Mr Curran was so ready to offer at the call
of public duty. There is one statement made by his biographer which
appears to be wholly accountable on the supposition of a morbid antici-
pation of insult, and a fierce preparation to repel it.  Mr Curran, under
cireumstances tending to implicate him in Emmet’s rebellion, is brought
by the attorney-general (acting as a friend) to lord Clare in private,
and is insulted by a look, which he imagined himself to have returned
with such a formidable glance as completely to prostrate the lord
chancellor, and to have changed him so wholly, that having intended
to be very tyrannical, he actually conducted himself with great for-
bearance and delicacy. Now, all this requires no ‘comment; any
one who has well considered the characters of the parties will at once
see how Mr Curran imposed on himself. We should not notice this,
but that it affects another person besides Mr Curran.

During this period, Mr Curran passed his vacations in travelling
for health or amusement. In his visits to England, he was received with
all the distinction which his talents and celebrity claimed from persons
of every rank; and we accordingly trace him in the highest whig
circles.

In 1814, the increasing infirmity of his health induced him to resign
his judicial appointment—and from that period he passed most of his
time in England. A few of hisletters are the sole materials from which
(if space admitted,) we should be enabled to follow lim with any
detail through the brief remainder of his days. 'Fhese letters, which,
considering the writer, must be read always with interest, have an
added interest in the very singular distinctness with which they
exhibit the working of a mind to which the world had become vapid
and colourless, and of which the springs appear to have become
thoroughly broken down, and the spirits evaporated. Still it is the
probability, that, under the influence of ‘the social affections, and the
power of convivial excitement, the ¢ cervantic spirit which used
to set the table in a roar” would be lighted up for a moment, and that
the wonted charm would be found upon his tongue. And such, indeed,
is apparent from the testimony of many. But from the more retired
and sobered loneliness of his pen, the power and exhilaration had
departéd—he is perceptibly overpowered by a sense of the monotony
of the prison wall of his existence, and of a life cheered by no animating
principle; his heart is sick. He reflects and remarks, but his mind is
not with his words—he makes efforts, and is strenuous without energy
or power. He meditates on mortality in the catacombs, and on all the
sad and busy vanities which he meets; but in all he seemsto be rathex
rousing up his mind to feel and think, than to be in earnest on any-
thing, except now and then an affecting allusion to himself. He was
accompanied by an impression, which did not deceive him, that he was
near the end of his life. A few years of very melancholy wandering
from place to place in search of health, which he did not hope to find,
and of social intercourse, which he but imperfectly enjoyed, conducted
him to the gate towards which all are travellers. He was first seized
with slight attacks of paralysis, which did not apparently affect the
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vital parts, and which went off without serious alarm. It was on the
7th of October, 1817, a swelling appeared over one of his eyes,
which he merely attributed to cold; on the 8th he was seized by
apoplexy, from which he continued insensible, or nearly so, to his death
on the 14th. ¢ Three of his children,” writes his biographer, ¢ his son-
in-law, and daughter-in-law, and his old and attached friend, Mr
Godwin, surrounded his death-bed, and performed the last offices of
piety and respect.”

He was buried on the 4th of November, in one of the vaults of
Paddington church. Among others, Mr Thomas Moore, the Rev.
George Croly, and Mr Godwin, attended his funeral.

His biographer claims for him the praise of ¢ having held for the
last twenty years of his life, the reputation of being the most eloquent
advocate that had ever appeared at the Irish bar,” and adds, that «if
future times shall hold his genius in estimation, it is his eloquence
which must entitle him to that distinction.” With this dictum we
fully agree; and, as any further criticism would involve very tedious
discussion, we must be content to adopt it.

But the most striking and peculiar of Mr Curran’s talents was one
which of all others is least susceptible of any permanent memorial.
It was his wit, which during the better years of his life was as an ex-
haustless spring of delight in the convivial ring. A few first-rate
specimens are handed down among the old story-tellers of the Irish
bar—they require to be well told, and would evaporate on paper. So
much of the best sallies of wit consists in the prompt and unexpected
Light that flashes from the spirit, and glances on the incident of the
moment, that in few instances it bears even oral repetition; and for this
it must be acted to the life. It is also the free and unstudied sparkle
of evanescent gleams of combination, allusion, and of the play of fancy,
that constitutes the better order of wit; the specimen must needs do
it wrong. And the more so, as taken singly there are few mots so
supremely good as not to be within the compass of numerous punsters,
who having adopted a profession of waggery succeed from time. to time
in manufacturing very clever things.

Avchibald Hamilton Wovan.”

DIED A. D. 1834,

Mr Rowax was born in 1751. He was the son of Gawin Hamilton,
of Killyleagh, and of the only daughter of William Rowan, whose name
he adopted, in consequence of a desire expressed in his grandfather’s
will. The accounts of his early life are of much interest, but must
be here omitted. He received his education in England; and having
been for some time in Westminster school, he entered the university
of Cambridge. While a student, he paid a visit to Holland. He
obtained a commission in the Huntingdon militia, from the duke of
Manchester. About the same time, he was induced by a London

* This memoir is drawn up entirely from the autobiography of Mr Rowan.
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solicitor to raise money by selling annuities at six years’ purchase,
and launched into a course of extravagance. Soon after, he became
acquainted with lord C. Montague, who being compelled to return to
his government of South Carolina, invited him to accompany him as
far as Falmouth, and then prevailed upon him to take a trip with him
to America, in the character of private secretary. At Charleston, he
witnessed some of the political disorders which were in fact the
early preliminaries to the American war. After three months, he
took his passage back to England, where having arrived, he returned
to Cambridge.

Finding himself heavily involved by the extreme mismanagement
of his pecuniary concerns, he applied to his parents. His mother
offered to compound with his creditors, which he honourably refused.
He obtained relief by arrangements suggested by a friendly soli-
citor, which, at some sacrifice of his estate, obtained money to pay
his debts, and continue his expensive style of living. He hired a
house on Hounslow Heath, kept lodgings in London, and “having
plenty of cash at command, thought nothing of expense.” He kept
his phaeton and hunters. His coachman turned out to be a notorious
highwayman, known as “sixteen-string Jack,” who, there was reason
to suspect, used his hunters for the purpose of highway robberies.
This man on one occasion, when his master happened to want cash to
buy a horse, offered him a £50 note.

About this period of his life, a paper written by one of his Cam-
bridge contemporaries, supplies some distinet notions of his character
at an early age; and as it is preserved by Mr Rowan himself, it may
be regarded as authentic. The following particulars may be gleaned
from it. It mentions “his incessant intrepidity, his restless curiosity,
his undertaking spirit.” His strong mechanical tendencies are also dwelt
upon, as something unusually remarkable. His love of adventure and
frolic were equally striking, and he was “to be found in every daring
oddity. Lords Burlington and Kent, in all their rage for pediments,
were nothing to him. For often has the morning caught him scaling
the high pediments of the school door, and at peril of his life,
clambering down, opening the door within, before the boy who kept the
door could come with the key. His evenings set upon no less perils;
in pranks with gunpowder, in leaping from unusual heights into the
Thames,” &c. At Cambridge, he is similarly described, as “after
shaking all Cambridge from its propriety by a night’s frolie, in which
he climbed the sign-posts, and changed all the principal signs, he was
rusticated,” &e.

Of his vivacity, frolic, and love of practical jests, many curious
anecdotes are told. And his early disposition appears equally marked
by warmth both of temperand affection,and by his animated enthusiasm.
With such a disposition, the bent of his opinions was likely to be
determined by the intercourse of that society in which he should
chance to fall. And his associates were nearly all persons who enter-
tained opinions closely resembling those which were afterwards the
prineiples of his own course inlife. But one disposition of Mr Rowan’s
| mind 1s strongly and justly pointed out by the editor of his life, as

{ offering the true key to much of his early conduct; and we should add

|
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that the same clue is also adverted to by Mr Rowan himself, when the
experience of much suffering had made him “a sadder and a wiser
man;” it was an irrepressible craving for distinction. It was his
prominent impulse to be first; and the success which was in early years.
the result of courage and physical prowess, helped to buoy up aud feed
this most unfortunate direction of human pride.

The narrative of Mr Rowan’s life, is one of romartic and striking
incidents and adventures, which we much regret being compelled to
omit; but it should be said that they are mostly such as to convey the
impression, of which we fully believe the justice, that he was a man of
great moral and physical energies, and capable of the utmost extremes
of hardihood, and the most exalted sacrifices to his notions of right.

Among other excursions and journeys, Mr Rowan paid a visit to
France, where he resided for some time. He became acquainted with
the notorious and unfortunate George Robert Fitzgerald, who at-
tempted to jockey him out of a horse. Having by his firm and manly
bearing defeated this design, he was soon after drawn in to take some
part in a quarrel between the same gentleman and a Mr Baggs; of
which one consequence was, his being tricked out of £100, and then in-
duced to act as second in the duel which ensued between the parties. It
was, upon the whole, as singular an affair as we can recollect to have
read of. Mr Fitzgerald was accused of being plastroné, and defended
himself by throwing off his coat and waistcoat, when 1t was observed
that, though not defended in the cowardly way suspected, he had
taken the curious precaution of tying ribands round his waist and
arms. When the parties fired, Mr Baggs was wouunded; and while
levelling their second pistols, he sunk, saying, ¢Sir, I am wounded.”
“But you are not dead yet,” answered Fitzgerald, firing at him.
“ Baggs immediately started on his legs, and advanced on Fitzgerald,
who, throwing his pistol at him, quitted his station, and kept a zigzag
course along the field, Baggs following him.” Baggs took a flying
shot, and brought down his man; and Fitzgerald who was now wounded
in the thigh, proposed, that as they were both wounded, they should
begin again. But Baggs had been taken to his carriage.

About the same time, or soon after, Mr llowan obtained from his
friend, Jord C. Montague, a licutenant-coloneley in the Portuguese
army; which led to further wanderings and adventures, but to no

iilitary service. He visited Portugal in consequence, and paid a visit
to Gibraltar.

A more important event in the history of his life is next to be
mentioned. In 1781, he was married to Miss Dawson of Lisanisk, near
Carrickmacross. This young lady was at school in England, and was
accustomed to reside during the vacations with Mr Rowanu’s mother.
She was, atthe time of her marriage, in her 17th year. Some time previ-
ous to their marriage, Mr Rowan was in Paris; and his letters and
journals addressed to her, and now published in his autobiography,
afford many interesting glimpses of Paris, and some not less so of
himself. His mother came to Paris, accompanied by the young lady,
and they were married there. While they continued to reside in
Paris, their eldest son Gawin Hamilton, afterwards a distinguished.
captain in the navy, was born. They remained about two years in(

l
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Paris, moving, as their rank entitled them, in the best circles, and
receiving the most marked attentions from all persons of distinction.

In 1784, Mr Rowan came to reside in Ireland, when he purchased
Rathceffey, in the county of Kildare. Soon after, while he was in
Dublin with his family, a transaction occurred, which first brought
him prominently into popular notice; and thus, we are persnaded, ex-
ercised an unfortunate influence over his after-course in life. We
cannot enter into details in themselves insignificant; but the sum of
the affair was, that a girl of the name of Mary Neal had been, or was
alleged to have been, grossly ill-treated. T'he proceedings taken by
her father were crossed by other accusations and proceedings—Xary
Neal and her family were accused of robbery. Ier mother died in
prison; and Mary was convicted, and sentenced to death. A strong
feeling of suspicion was excited, and Mr Rowan entered into the in-
vestigation of the circumstances with all the enthusiasm of a generous
and fiery nature. He wrote a pamphlet on the occasion; and causing
a person who had a principal share in the accusation to be arrested,
he convicted him of subornation of perjury. Mary Neal was thus
saved, but an active paper-war ensued; and Mr Rowan, while his own
enthusiasm was strongly excited in the defence of an injured female,
became the object of popular admiration and favour. This is the
occasion of a story well told by Sir Jouah Barrington, and also quoted
by Mr Rowan’s editor, which represents him as making his appear-
ance in a club composed of lawyers, and alarming the company with
his formidable appearance, and more formidable demand to know if
any of them would avow himself the calumniator of Mary Neal.

This incident was soon followed by another still more adapted to
throw an inauspicious popularity round Mr Rowan. A bull-baiting
having been attempted to be suppressed by the sheriff, resistance was
made by the people—they pelted stones at the soldiers, who fired in
return, and kiiled four persons. Mr Rowan was applied to, and after
some signs of reluctance, came forward; after subscribing largely to
a fund for the prosecution of a public inquiry, he came to town and
spent five hours in “tracing every step of the military that day.”
Sheriff Vance was tried, and acquitted; but Mr Rowan’s character was
set in a strong light, as a defender of the people’s rights, and his
enthusiasm received a new impulse.

Impulses of a stronger kind soon arose, which were adapted to act
powerfully on the calmest mind. It cannot be necessary to repeat the
history of the Irish volunteers. In this celebrated body Mr Rowan
was enrolled. He joined his father’s company at Killyleagh, and was
distinguished by his military adroitness in the usual exercises. At
the election of delegates, he was elected for the county of Down.

We may pass this portion of his history with the vbservation, thet
it was his introduction to that career of party which he afterwards
followed. He was universally received with those marks of distinction
which were the natural tribute to his character and station, and
which were peculiarly adapted to work on a proud temper, accessible
to flattery, and alive in a high degree to all the kindly emotions and
social sympathies. At this time, faction had not yet wholly absorbed
the public feelings: and while motives of the noblest kind first im-
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bodied the protestants of the north, the political sentiments which soon
began to be developed among them, and to vitiate their conduct and
character, had in themselves some high redeeming qualities; they
were true in principle, and only erroneous so far that they were prema-
ture as related to Ireland, and unseasonable as regarded the then
state of Europe. In this there is no reproach conveyed. If there
were errors, they were those of wiser men than Mr Rowan, or those
who acted with him; they were the errors of Flood, and Grattan, and
Fox, and of a numerous and most illustrious host of first-rate men;
and only illustrate the shortsightedness of the best human wisdom.

The reader is already aware, that two great impulses began at very
nearly the same period to be developed among the volunteers—that of
revolution, and that of political reform. They were both separately and
conjointly eflicient. The revolutionists availed themselves of the ques-
tion of reform, and grew up under its cover; but, as will ever happen
in such cases, they who were most in earnest, most enthusiastic, and
prepared to go farthest, gradually contrived to infect the entire.
They availed themselves of every impulse,and of the whole machinery of
the party—seized on all pretexts, and converted every passion to their
purpose. And thus, it may appear that while the views of some were
of the most pernicious kind, others were moderate and well principled.
Of this latter class was Mr Rowan; and to him, as to several others, the
defence set up by that party, and their advocates, may be justly
applied. They were insensibly warped with the direction given to
their party, and were faught to despair of reform, and to look for a
remedy in the gulf of revolution. The transition was artfully con-
ducted; and it was sustained and fomented by the open sanction and
excitement of the eloquence of public men, who little considered the
poisonous exhalations they were breathing over the mind of their
country.

The exceedingly able and dexterous, but most unwise and unreflect-
ing men, who gradually obtained the lead of the United Irishmen
under the pretext of two distinet views, leading the one to the other,
by which they actually imposed upon their friends, held virtually but
one from the beginning, according to the account they at the last
gave of themselves. It was first reform, as the means of revolution ;
and then revolution, quocungue modo. By this double understanding,
they were enabled to quibble afterwards with a safe conscience, and
with the help of that kind of reasoning by which anything can be
proved, or any course justified.

Mr Rowan became (as he could not well fail to be) implicated in
suspicion. In December, 1792, a paper of the most seditious nature,
breathing the sentiments, and in the language, of the Parisian demo-
cracy, was actively circulated among the volunteers ;and MrRowan, with
Mr Tandy, were accused of being the instruments employed for the pur-
pose. An ex gfficio information was filed by the attorney-general against
Rowan. At the same time, Mr Tandy resented some disrespectful
words applied to him by Mr Toler in the house of commons; and
having resolved to obtain satisfaction in the way then usual, he applied
to Mr Rowan to act as his friend. Mr Toler, however, declined the
proposed meeting.  Other incidents of the same kind quickly followed.
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A duel between Mr Burrowes and Mr Dowling took the parties over
to Holyhead; and Mr Rowan accompanied, as friend to Mr Dowling.
Another quarrel of the same nature immediatelyafter occurred between
the hon. Simon Butler and lord Fitzgibbon. Mr Rowan was applied to
by the former. Butlord Fitzgibbon, whose courage had, in several well-
known instances, been placed beyond question, refused to compromise
the dignity of his station, by answering a challenge on account of
severe language used by him, in delivering a sentence of the house of
lords. Mr Rowan called upon him, and with great propriety, hoped
he might be permitted to say it was not his lordship’s intention that his
words should be taken personally, and that they had been made use of
unreflectingly. The answer of lord Fitzgibbon is characterestic:
he “thought that the circumstances of the case called for the expres-
sions he had used; that he never spoke unreflectingly in that situation;
and, under similar circumstances, he would again use similar words.”
He declined further explanation, referred Mr Rowan to his situation
as lord chancellor, and so the matter ended. Mr Rowan, in this affair,
conducted himself with a spirit and temper which seem to have made
a favourable impression on the mind of the chancellor. A friend of
his, who chanced to breakfast with lord Fitzgibbon scon after, men-
tioned that Mr Rowan had expressed to him his regret at having
come to Ireland while party was running so high, and that he would
return to Englaud, when the prosecution then pending should be
over. Lord Fitzgibbon desired the gentleman to tell Mr Rowan, that
if he would retire to England for a few years, “he would issue a nol.
pros. on the prosecution” But unfortunately he added the condition
that he should withdraw his name from the United Irishmen. This
Mr Rowan declined, and the offer came to nothing.

In 1793, an incident occurred which was the cause of great trouble
to Mr Rowan. In a trial in Scotland, a letter of his was read in
court in evidence against a Mr Muir, to whom it had been addressed.
It drew from the lord advocate some very severe language, directed
against the writer. Mr Rowan resolved to look for satisfaction, and
went over to Edinburgh with his friend the hon. Simon Butler. The
public was then little less agitated in Scotland than in Ireland, by
passions, animosities, and fears; and there was far less indulgence for
the chivalric levelling of the Irish code of honour. The lord advocate
was less accessible to hostile messages than lord Fitzgibbon, and there
the character of Mr Rowan was less known. A warrant was issued
against him. He was set at liberty on the security of Mr M‘Leod, a
gentleman of large property and extensive connexions, and holding
generally the same party tenets. The matter was then terminated
by the lord advocate’s declaration, that he did not hold himself ac-
countable for observations which he thought proper to make in his
official capacity, &c. And as it was evident that he could not be
compelled to take a different course, Mr Rowan and his friend saw the
inutility of further prosecuting an affair which a little sounder dis-
cretion should have stopped at the first.

In the meantime, the period of the expected trial drew on upon the
information filed in the preceding year. It was the wish of Mr Rowan
to be defended by United Irishmen. DBut Messrs Emmet and Butler
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thought it might seem presuming for junior counsel to take the lead
in such a case. He yielded to the urgency of Mrs Rowan and other
friends, and engaged Mr Curran. In the meantine his mother died,
and he went for a time to England to settle her affairs. Great delays
occurred in-the prosecution of the trials. We have not space to
detail them, and the more so as they would lead to rather tedious
expositions as to the causes, which were mistaken by Mr Rowan,
whose ear was abused by the calumnies propagated by his party.

At last the trial came on: it had been awaited with breathless
interest by his friends and by the lower classes. The celebrated
speech made by Mr Curran on/the occasion has been already noticed
in this volume. A verdict of guilty was brought in, and Mr Rowan
was sent to the new prison to await his sentence. Mr Rowan addressed
the court on this occasion; and though he vindicated his own inten-
tions with perfect truth, he still avowed enough to justify the verdict,
by strong implication. It has been denied that he was the distributor
of the seditious libel at the time alleged; Mr Rowan did not himself
deny it—he distinctly justified the sentiments it expressed, and that
in language which implied his being a party to its distribution, (see
Autobiography of A. H. Rowan, p. 197). He was sentenced to a fine
of £500, and two years’ imprisonment; and to give securities, under
lieavy bail, for seven years.

During his imprisonment, Mr Rowan’s deportment and style of
living were characteristic of the peculiar moral temper of his mind;
at the same time manifesting the generosity of his disposition, and his
strong tendencies to the love of popularity. Ilis means were liberal,
and he kept a frugal table for himself, yet such as to enable him to
dispense freely to the wants of his poorer fellow-prisoners. When he
liad been about three months in prison, Mr Jackson, of whose trial and
death we have already related the circumstances [Life of Curran],
was introduced to him, together with Cockaine, the fatal satellite of
Liis mission. He also about the same period received from Mr Tone
Lis well-known ¢ Statement of the situation of Ireland,” written for
the information of the French Directory. Of this paper Mr Rowan
made two copies, of which he gave one to Mr Jackson to convey to
France. »This, Cockaine put under a cover directed to Hamburgh, and
dropped iuto the post-office. The whole matter had been precon-
certed with Mr Pitt— Cockaine was immediately seized, and taken
before the privy council; and Mr Jackson was arrested, and sent to
Newgate.

The same evening Cockaine came to Mr Rowan, and gave him an
account of all that had passed; but such as it is hard tosay how far it
may have been true or false. At all events, he so far alarmed Mr
Rowan, that he considered his life in danger, and determined to
escape. This he effected by a stratagem which would be tedious to
relate at length, and which we believe Mr Rowan would not have
adopted unless under a sense of very urgent necessity. Having in-
duced the under-jailer to accompany him to his’ own house in Do-
minic street, he contrived to retire for a moment into a back room,
where he first disguised himself, by dressing himself in the clothes off
Lis herd, who fortunately had come to town that day; he then let
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himself down by a rope from the window, and proceeded to the head
of Sackville street, where, after some delay, he was met by his friend
Mr Dowling, according to appointment, with horses. They then
proceeded to the sea-side, to a Mr Sweetman’s, near Baldoyle, where
they were kindly received.

The next morning Mr Sweetman set out at daybreak for Rush, to
endeavour to engage a passage for Mr Rowan in one of the smuggling
boats, and found the place in great confusion, as a military party
was already there, making an active search for Mr Rowan in all the
neighbouring houses,under the guidance of Mr Dowel, the under-jailer.
In the course of the day, proclamations appeared, offering £1000 from
governmeant, £500 from the city, and other sums from the jailers,
for his apprehension. Thbus disappointed in this quarter, it was
proposed to Mr Rowan, to make his escape in a small fishing wherry
belonging to Mr Sweetman, to which he consented. Two brothers,
of the name of Sheridan, were found to navigate this little craft, and
they were to find a third person to assist. They embarked, and
after many slight casualties, among which was a storm and a fleet of
merchantmen, with their convoy, they reached the coast of France in
safety. He divided his purse among the sailors, and bade them make
for home; but, as he learned, they were pursued and taken. We can-
not enter into the lesser details, for which we must refer to the
autobiography from which this account is taken. Mr Rowan was
treated with harshness and suspicion by the first official persons with
whom he came in contact. He was for a considerable time imprisoned
in Brest, and exposed to unexpected insults and privations. At last,
however, by the intervention of circumstances, his name was recognized
by the inspector of jails, who, by an application to the Comite de Salut
Publique, had him liberated, and sent to Paris.

In Paris he had an interview with Robespierre. He was at the
same time seized with a severe fever. He soon became disgusted and
shocked by the horrible scenes then acting there. He witnessed the
execution of 200 persons, and, at the distance of some hundred paces,
found himself standing in a lake of human blood. He resolved to go
to America; obtained passports for the purpose, and sailed in a
wherry down the Seine. His journey was impeded and rendered
extremely dangerous by the officious blood-thirstiness of the in-
habitants of different places he had to pass; and it was with some
difficulty, and after many interruptions and dangers, that he reached
Rouen,

At last he engaged a passage to America, and embarked. His
voyage was not without its danger. One of these was an incident for
which he was fortunately prepared; for, seeing the likelihood of
detection by some British cruiser, it had been agreed between him-
self and the captain, who made up some bills of lading for him in his
assumed name of Thomson, that he might appear as an American
merchant on his return home. When they had been two days at sea,
their vessel was brought-to by the Melampus, commanded by Sir J.
Borlase Warren, who had been acquainted with Mr Rowan in Cam-
bridge. An officer was sent on board, who examined the ship’s papers,
and then interrogated Mr Rowan pretty closely. Mr Rowan retired
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as soon as he was allowed, to avoid the risk of being observed by the
British commander.

The voyage was tedious, and crossed by contrary winds; and Mr
Rowan amused its tedious monotony by writing a journal for his
wife. Among numerous entries of incident or reflection, there occurs
one which ought not to be omitted. I own to you candidly, when it
is of no avail, that my ideas of reform, and of another word which
begins with the same letter [ Republicanism] are very much altered by
living for twelve months in France; and that I never wish to see one
or the other procured by force. I have seen one faction rising over
another, and overturning it; each of them in their turn making a
stalking-horse of the supreme power of the people, to cover public and
private massacre and plunder; while every man of virtue and humanity
shuddered, and skulked away in a disgraceful silence.”

At last America was reached, and landing, Mr Rowan remained for
a short time at a boarding-house in Philadelphia, from which he soon
proceeded to Wilmington, about thirty miles from that eity, and in the
state of Delaware.

During the few years of his continuance in America, there occurred
little to prolong our narrative. IHe was supplied with money by
frequent remittances from his wife, whose superior good sense and
steady affection appear conspicuously through his entire narrative.
He made two several efforts to embark in trade; but displayed more
of the ardour and strenuous temper of his mind, than of the caution
and calculating prudence so essential to secure profit, or even guard
against loss, in any branch of business.  His indifference to privations;
his proud humility, which spurned the aristocratic distinctions to which
he had been reared; his readiness td submit to hard labours and trying
losses;—all indicate, in no unfavourable light, the bold and strong out-
line of the heroic temper of old romance. He suffered much from the
separation from his wife, but would not urge her coming out to join
him, from the recollection of the sufferings of his own voyage. The
incidents of Mr Rowan’s life in America have considerable interest,
which cannot be retained in an abridgment. We therefore omit
them.
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